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Mission Statement
The BCWA has as its central purpose to encourage ecologically responsible stewardship of Buffalo Creek, its tributaries, and the environment within its watershed.
Annual Membership Meeting

All members and friends of BCWA are invited to its annual meeting on Thursday, April 2.  The current board will present a brief overview of the Alliance activities for the past year, and all members present will elect three board members for a three-year term.  Please think of joining us for this important meeting concerning the life of the Alliance.
Acid Remediation Project
BCWA has been working for several years on reducing the high acid conditions in the upper reaches of the main branch of Buffalo Creek. The water quality in this segment of the stream historically supported a wild brook trout fishery, but over time the fish population diminished to zero in this area because of acid precipitation from coal-burning power plants to our west. 

The acidity of stream will be reduced by diverting some of the water into two artificial wetlands.  There the water will filter through beds of compost and limestone, become less acidic (rise in pH), and return to the creek.  The introduction of this treated water will raise the pH from its current low measurement to its natural pre-acid rain levels. About six miles of the mountain stream should see a gradual return of aquatic life.

In late September construction began on Buffalo Flats Road near the headwaters of the main stem of Buffalo Creek. Under the direction of Dietz-Gourley Consulting, LLC crews from Earthmovers, Unlimited, Inc cleared trees for the access road, prepared the site for the creation of the two passive water treatment basins, and installed a small dam for the water intake.  Work is now suspended until spring when the site will once again be accessible.

A fuller description of this passive treatment system is available at www.buffalocreek.org.
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Assessing Agricultural Runoff
Since the last newsletter update DEP and EPA have officially approved the Buffalo Creek Watershed Implementation Plan.  This was crucial, as the granting of implementation money was conditional upon the completion and approval of the Implementation Plan.  The grant for implementation money, funded by §319 of the Federal Clean Water Act, was started with the signing of the grant contract by the Union County Conservation District Board of Directors at their November meeting.
Currently, efforts are underway to market the $230,000+ available to eligible farmers.  Eligibility is primarily determined by location along a current agriculturally impaired stream.  However, only one impaired stream section will be worked on at a time.  This is a DEP requirement, and although this significantly reduces the number of landowners we can work with at one time, this method should quicken the rate of restoration (and eventual de-listing) when compared to a “shotgun” approach across the entire watershed. Marketing efforts include a general announcement via a brochure mailed to all potential cooperating landowners.  This is presently being followed up with direct contacts to further inform and assist landowners on properties with particular potential.  With landowner interest being one of the primary limiting factors, the first targeted stream section will be determined by considering both the priorities outlined in the Implementation Plan and the location of interested farmers.
Stream Monitoring Program

The Buffalo Creek Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring Program began in April 2005 and continues going strong today.  Our monitoring began with monthly monitoring of water quality at 9 sites distributed along Buffalo Creek from its mountain headwaters to its confluence with the West Branch of the Susquehanna River, including 2 major tributaries (Rapid Run and North Branch Buffalo Creek).  During this period, field teams of volunteers measured a various water quality parameters.  The consistency of sampling by such a large group of volunteers resulted in a fantastic data set of monthly water quality across the valley, which shows changes in water quality due to underlying geology, acid rain, agriculture, and development.

After 2 years of data collection, we continue monitoring several sites along the main branch quarterly; we have also moved or added several monitoring locations to target sites related to on-going projects designed to improve water quality (e.g., acid mitigation in the upper 7 miles of Buffalo Creek in Bald Eagle State Forest) or to locations in our watershed of water quality concern (e.g., reaches designated “impaired” by PA-DEP).  These sites are monitored monthly to document improvements in water quality as projects are completed (acid mitigation) or to provide baseline data for future improvement projects (agricultural management initiatives).

As the 2010 deadline approaches for reducing nutrient loads to Chesapeake, our region is under pressure to adopt practices to reduce inputs of nutrients to the Susquehanna River.  Actions by BCWA and many other local groups will hopefully contribute to the successful application of these practices to improve local water quality and to reduce our impact on downstream water bodies that receive the output from Buffalo Creek.  

http://www.buffalocreek.org/monitoring.html
BCWA To Participate In PA’S Citizen’s’ Volunteer Lake Monitoring Program
Several volunteers will be helping to collect samples and conduct measurements at Half Way Lake at RB Winter State Park during 2009. The program will sample three times in the year – spring, summer, and fall. The information collected will be used to help assess the trophic state index (TSI) of Half Way lake. Members of the monitoring team are Bill Simpson, Thom Fantaskey, Geoff Goodenow and Dave Pearson.
Adopt-A-Highway

BCWA is ready to start the spring with its Adopt-A-Highway cleanup scheduled for Saturday April 18 @ 1:00 pm. Volunteers are needed to clean up along Route 192 from Cowan to Forest Hill. Please join us for this Earth Week activity to spruce up the roadside. Look for details in the newspaper and on our website. 

Tentative dates for this year’s additional cleanup events are: Saturday June 20, Saturday August 29 & Saturday October 24.
Public Outreach

This year’s Kayak Adventure as part of the Linn Conservancy’s “Caring for Communities” events will take place on Sunday April 26 at 1:00 pm. We will kayak along a reach of the Buffalo Creek. This year’s event will take us upstream from the Dale Engle Walker House; we will paddle from Mazeppa to Strawbridge Road. Bucknell professor Matt McTammany will provide water testing demonstrations prior to the start of the trip and along the way. The trip will again be guided by Canoe Susquehanna. Final details are forthcoming, so be sure to check out the BCWA as well as Canoe Susquehanna’s websites. (Please note: Trip itinerary may change or be cancelled due to inclement weather or low water conditions.)
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Save the date and get ready to enjoy the watershed!!

Watershed Facts

· Two covered bridges cross over Buffalo Creek (do you know where they are?).
· Underlying a large area of the watershed is a carbonate aquifer.
· Little Buffalo Creek and Beaver Run – tributaries to Buffalo Creek – are rated as Cold Water Fisheries.






