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Annual Meeting

The Buffalo Creek Watershed Alliance will hold its annual meeting on Thursday April 8, 2010 at 7:30 pm in the Union County Conservation District office located at 155 North 15th Street, Lewisburg, The meeting is open to all members and the public, Bucknell professors Matt McTammany, Craig Kochel and Carl Kirby will make a presentation  – “Buffalo Creek Watershed: Land Use, Legacies, and the Future”. Please join us for this very interesting program. Refreshments will be served after the presentation.

Acid Remediation Project

BCWA’s water quality restoration project near the headwaters of Buffalo Creek has started operation.  Construction was completed in late August 2009 and valves were opened for water to enter from Buffalo Creek and flow through the basins of the system.
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One part of the project was not completed and that was the planting of wetland vegetation in the second basin. This will take place this spring as the weather warms and typical planting season begins. The basins have been functioning as expected and the headwaters have increased to a “normal” pH range. As the creek water returns to a more normal pH level, fish, insects and other aquatic life should return to the downstream reach of the creek

.

The water of Buffalo Creek has been degraded by many years of acid precipitation. This passive treatment system neutralizes the acidic water in order to restore conditions healthy for aquatic life. Stream water is collected and piped by 
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gravity into the aerobic and anaerobic limestone basins where natural chemical and biological reactions increase its alkalinity and raise its pH. The treated water then flows back into Buffalo Creek. 

A more complete description of the treatment system is available at www.buffalocreek.org.

Adopt-A-Highway

BCWA is gearing up for this year’s Adopt-A-Highway cleanups. The first event will take place later in April to correspond to the Earth Week celebrations that take place all over Pennsylvania. Watch for the date to be announced in the newspaper. Volunteers for this are needed and all are welcome to join us. The group meets at the community center in Cowan. Four events will be scheduled to take place in April, June, August, and in October. 
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Buffalo Creek Volunteers Needed

The Buffalo Creek Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring Program began in April 2005 and continues going strong today.  Our monitoring began with monthly monitoring of water quality at 9 sites distributed along Buffalo Creek from its mountain headwaters to its confluence with the West Branch of the Susquehanna River, including 2 major tributaries (Rapid Run and North Branch Buffalo Creek).  During this period, field teams of volunteers measured a variety of water quality parameters.  The consistency of sampling by such a large group of volunteers resulted in a fantastic data set of monthly water quality across the valley, which shows changes in water quality due to underlying geology, acid rain, agriculture, and development.

Now with the completion of the remediation site we are in need of additional volunteers to help with the various activities in maintaining the site. Even though the system will operate on its own, we need to make sure that it meets the requirements of its operation. Also since it is in the Bald Eagle State Forest we must meet site requirements of Department of Conservation and Natural Resources.

Please see the enclosed letter concerning the various volunteer opportunities with BCWA. 
Watershed Facts & Questions

Send us any facts or questions that you have about the watershed. Any interesting facts that you would like to share with our members would be greatly appreciated. And any questions you have we would be happy to answer. We look forward to hearing from you.

Public Outreach

This year’s Kayak Adventure as part of the Linn Conservancy’s “Caring for Communities” events will take place on Sunday April 25. The group, guided by Canoe Susquehanna, will kayak along the reach of the Buffalo Creek upstream from the Dale Engle Walker House, starting from Mazeppa and paddling to Strawbridge Road and possibly beyond. We will take out at the Strawbridge Road, but, if conditions are good (water level and weather) we may explore further downstream. Register on-line at Canoe Susquehanna’s website. Note: If conditions are not good on Buffalo Creek (i.e., low water level), we will canoe on the Susquehanna River. 

Save the date and get ready to enjoy the watershed!!
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The BCWA has as its central purpose to encourage ecologically responsible stewardship 

of Buffalo Creek, its tributaries, and the environment within its watershed.
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