
The ability to paddle Buffalo Creek varies throughout the year. Peak water flow 
occurs between February and May, and possibly a few weeks in December.       
Between July and August the creek is usually below desired levels. Of course, mid-
summer paddling may be the most enjoyable if you are able to take advantage of 
the days following a rainstorm. Expect travel speed to be 2-3 miles an hour, with 
variances caused by greater rainfall or a dry spell. There are gravel bars on Buffalo 
Creek that may ground your boat, consequently it is a good idea to wear shoes or 
sandals that will stay on your feet in the fast current. 

Be constantly aware of strainers (downed 
trees that have fallen into the creek) for 
they can be very dangerous if you are 
swept under them in higher, faster moving 
water.  Keep in mind that the creek has   
dynamic rapids that can migrate, and 
strainers that can be hidden just  below 
the water’s surface.  Be sure to check 
weather conditions before you leave home. 
Also, scout the creek at a few vantage 
points before putting in.  For up-to-the-
minute data on   water levels in the general 
area, consult United States Geological Sur-
vey gauge information available for Penns 
Creek (just south of Buffalo Creek) at 
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/pa/nwis/rt.  

 

Paddling Down Buffalo Creek 

Cowan Access  [40.9559 N   77.0147 W]  

From the intersection of US-15 and PA-192 in Lewisburg, PA travel west on PA-192 for 6.6 miles 
to the village of Cowan.  As you approach Cowan, PA-192 crosses a bridge over Buffalo Creek 
and then immediately intersects with Church Road.  Turn left (southwest) onto Church Road 
and travel about 200 yards.  An access lane to Buffalo Creek will be on your left and the creek is 
visible from the road.  At the bottom of the lane is a flat area where you may launch your boat. 

After unloading, do not park in the access lane.  Parking is available nearby in the Trinity        
Lutheran Church parking lot on Church Road.  If you are there on a Sunday morning please park 
in the rear of the lot and be respectful/quiet. 

Strawbridge Road Access  [40.9854 N   76.9321 W]  

From the intersection of US-15 and PA-192 in Lewisburg, PA travel 
west on PA-192 for 1.7 miles.  Turn right (north) on Strawbridge 
Road and travel 1.5 miles to the parking area for Dale’s Ridge Trail, 
on your left just before the bridge that crosses Buffalo Creek. Leave 
your car in the parking area and carry your boat a few yards north 
across the gravel road. The access is straight ahead at the bottom of 
the grassy slope alongside the new bridge. If you are taking out 
here look on the right bank immediately upstream  of the bridge. 

Saint George Street Access  [40.9629 N   76.8789 W]  

This access is on the Susquehanna River, at the foot of Saint George St. in the borough of Lewisburg.  From the intersection 
of US-15 and PA-45 in Lewisburg travel east on PA-45 (Market Street) until Front Street.  Turn right on to S. Front St. and 
proceed to where it ends at Saint George St.  Leave your car at the parking area available on the grassy lot on your left just    
before Saint George St.  This is the farthest downstream point of the Buffalo Creek Water Trail.  To find the take out point 
while approaching in your boat keep to the right shore as you enter the Susquehanna River.  Saint George St. is about 500 
yards on your right after you pass under the Market Street bridge. 

Mazeppa Access  [40.9781 N   76.9773 W] 

From the intersection of US-15 and PA-192 in Lewisburg travel 
west on PA-192 for 4.0 miles.  Turn right (north) on Johnson Mill 
Road and travel 1.1 miles to the bridge that crosses Buffalo 
Creek.  Immediately after the bridge turn left onto a private road 
(marked with a brick pillar and plaque "Lloyd  2369 Johnson Mill 
Road").  Take another immediate left over a small bridge to park   
between the ball fields and the creek. The take out point is on the 
left just before the bridge.  

Please Note: All creek accesses are on private property.  The landowner 
permits you to pull in and unload your boats and gear.  Please park your car 

in a safe place, leave no litter, and act responsibly.    

More information is available at www.buffalocreek.org. 

Portage at Groves Mill Dam  [40.9724 N   76.9573 W]  

The dam for Groves Mill is located immediately after Wolfland Road turns away from the creek. It 
bars the passage and requires a portage.  Do not try to float over it.  When Wolfland Road appears 
on the right bank, look for the entrance to the mill race on the left just above the small island in the 
center of the stream. Make the portage at the grassy area about 400 yards down the race on the 
right. 

Paddling Safety Tips 

 Wear a Life-jacket.  Pennsylvania boating regulations require that all 
persons in the boat must wear a Coast Guard approved personal flo-
tation device (PFD or life-jacket). Some 80 percent of all recreational 
boating fatalities happen to people who are not wearing a life-jacket. 

 Expect to get wet. Even the best paddlers sometimes capsize or 
swamp their boats so bring extra clothing in a waterproof bag and tie 
the bag securely to the boat. If the water looks too hazardous to swim 
in, don’t go paddling. Bring an extra paddle. 

 If you capsize, hold on to your boat unless it presents a life-
threatening situation. If floating in a current, position yourself on the 
upstream side of the capsized boat.  Keep your feet up and in front of 
you going downstream. 

 Scout ahead whenever possible. Know the creek. Avoid surprises. 
Carry your boat around any section of water about which you feel 
uncertain. 

 Be prepared for the weather. Get a forecast before you go. Sudden 
winds and rains happen. 

 Wear wading shoes or tennis shoes with wool, polypropylene, pile 
or neoprene socks. 

 Never boat alone. Boating safety increases with numbers. 

 Never tie a rope to yourself or any other person in the boat. 

 Kneel to increase your stability when entering rough water in a     
canoe. 

 If you collide with an obstruction, lean toward it. This will usually 
prevent the capsizing. 

 File a float plan with a reliable person, indicating where you are go-
ing and when you will return. Remember to contact the person when 
you have  arrived safely.  Take a cell phone. 

Please respect the privacy and rights of landowners along Buffalo Creek, particularly 
at access points. The owners of the land at access sites at Cowan, Mazeppa and             
Strawbridge Road have been very generous in allowing access to Buffalo Creek at their 
property.  Please keep the area free of litter, park your car in a safe and non-obstructive 
area, and keep the noise at a minimum.  Similar consideration is to be maintained at the 
portage near Groves Mill.  Anywhere you touch land along the creek you are a guest of 
the landowner! 

 
Boaters on Buffalo Creek and its tributaries put in, paddle and take out at their own 
risk. There are inherent risks in boating and every canoeist or kayaker assumes their own 
risk and responsibility.  Stay alert for any unexpected dangerous conditions. Enjoy the 
outing and stay safe!  

 

Access Points 

Follow all applicable regulations of the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, available at http://fishandboat.com/boatrecap.pdf. 

http://waterdata.usgs.gov/pa/nwis/rt

